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Parent advocate and school psychologist

HELLO! I’m...
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● What is special education?

● How to get school services

● How to maximize your child’s plan

Tonight we will learn about...
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What even is 
special education?
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Individualized

Least restrictive 
environment (LRE)
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Individualized 
Education 
Program (IEP)
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● Specially designed instruction (SDI)

Key features 
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● Related services

Key features 
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● Accommodations and modifications

Key features 
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● Specially designed instruction in 
reading

Special education for dyslexia
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● Accommodations
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● Not special education

504 Accommodation Plans
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● Accommodations for the classroom 
and for testing
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● Service Plan if remaining enrolled in 
private school

● IEP at their neighborhood school if 
they decide to enroll in public 
school

Private school students
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How to get school 
services
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Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 

Sec. 300.111 Child find

Child Find is federal law
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Implications for 
districts...

Implications for 
parents...
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Specific Learning 
Disability in... 

Basic Reading Math Problem Solving

Reading Fluency Written Expression

Reading Comprehension Oral Expression

Math Calculation Listening Comprehension
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Oregon 
Administrative 
Rules (OARs)
“Specific learning disability includes 
conditions such as perceptual 
disabilities, brain injury, dyslexia, 
minimal brain dysfunction, and 
developmental aphasia.”
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Diagnosis?

Disability

Adverse Impact

Need for Special Education
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Response to Intervention

Multi-tiered Systems of Support

RTI/MTSS and Child Find
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Lack of intervention data.

Solution: run intervention during the 

evaluation period.

Barriers

60
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Patterns of Strengths and Weaknesses

Cognitive processing compared to academic achievement 
or areas of academic skills compared to other academic 
skills.

SLD Identification
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SLIDESMANIA.COM Put it in writing.
Ask for a meeting.

The request must be 
considered.

“When there’s debate, evaluate”

Paulette Selman
pauletteselman.com

SLIDESMANIA.COM

Memorialize the conversation.

Ask for data. Percentile ranks - 
25th-75th is average range, below 16th 
percentile is significantly low (red flag).

Dyslexia Teacher On Special 
Assignment (TOSA).
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How to get the 
best from your 

child’s plan
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to look for
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● Goals
○ Baseline data (present levels)
○ Actual numbers
○ Updates 
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Good goal
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Good goal
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Bad goal



SLIDESMANIA.COM Parts of the IEP and what to 
look for
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● Specially designed instruction
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Specify the location of services
SLIDESMANIA.COM Parts of the IEP and what to 

look for
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● Present Levels
○ Ask the team to name the reading 

curriculum being used in special 
education



SLIDESMANIA.COM Parts of the IEP and what to 
look for
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● Recovery services
○ Should be discussed at every IEP meeting 

in 2022 and 2023. Extra services due to 
losses during COVID.
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Ensuring coordination between 
school staff and private 
providers
○ Have outside providers attend IEP 

meetings with you, ask for 
communication between tutor and 
school
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Questions?
Additional resources can be found on 

my website pauletteselman.com
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Thank you!
Paulette Selman
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